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Executive Summary

The Polar Environment Data Science Center (PEDSC) will become increasingly relevant as a base source
of information for evidence-based decision making related to the Antarctic within Japan, but also for
the international community.

Areas of potential mutual engagement with Australia include:

s Virtual Database and Al;

s Digital Earth Antarctica;

e Data to Support Operations and Logistics;
* Seabed Mapping and Marine Data;

s Space Interests; and
e Participating in a Staff Exchange Program with Australia

Potential challenges for the PEDSC include:

* Lack of Dedicated Data Systems Support Staff;

* Limited Co-ordination of Data Management Initiatives Across ROI5-DS;

* Increasing Data Scale and Complexity and Requirements for Data Standards; and

s Management of Data Collected by Japan’s New Icebreaker

Recommendations include:

s |Increasing Recruitment of Dedicated Data Staff;

e Clarifying Lines of Responsibility Relating to Data;

e Increasing Program (whole of ROIS)-level Communication and Coordination;

* Increasing Japan’s Leadership in International Fora;

* Gaining World Data System CoreTrustSeal Certification; and

* Increasing Digitisation of Physical Data Collections

Potential institutions for comparisen include:

e The Australian Antarctic Data Centre (AADC);

e The British Antarctic Survey (BAS);

s PANGAEA; and

e The Ocean Biodiversity Information System (OBIS)
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